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HIGHWAY ACCIDENTS IN NEW YORK CITY 
DURING 1915. 

By Mills E. Case, Secretary to the Police Department, City of New York. 



The subject of highway accidents must receive a great 
deal of attention in the future. At the present time, the 
number of persons killed or injured annually in the streets of 
our cities is very large, but the general public is not aware 
of the fact. In New York City, during 1915, the fatalities 
from street accidents were 2| times the number of persons 
murdered in the entire city, yet it is probable that the press of 
the city gave 10 times as much space to murders as to accidents. 
Unless radical measures are taken the number of accidents 
will increase rapidly in all large American cities, especially 
in the older cities which have narrow streets. The steel 
skeleton type of construction has made possible skyscraper 
office buildings and apartment houses. The old streets are 
inadequate for the population of the new buildings. Some 
relief from street congestion is obtained through rapid transit 
lines, especially subways. Even the dangerous motor vehicle 
has done something to reduce street congestion. It takes less 
space on the street than the vehicles and horses which it 
supplants; it goes faster and so occupies the space a shorter 
time; it carries a larger load and so makes fewer units neces- 
sary. But each successive year a larger fleet of vehicles and a 
larger crowd of pedestrians must use the streets; each year 
the resident population increases; each year the number of 
visitors increases; each year more women "go to business." 

In the congested residential sections of our large cities, 
the children must play in the streets. The old fashioned 
house had a yard; the tenements and apartment houses of 
today cover practically the whole of the lot and frequently 
contain children enough to fill a play-ground larger than the 
bare lot would be. This is a condition which is getting worse 
every year. 

Street accidents in New York City have been recorded for 
several years in the precinct "Arrest and Aided Record," 
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but I cannot find that any compilation of accident statistics 
was made prior to 1914. Police Commissioner Arthur Woods 
saw the importance of the matter and ordered a compilation 
of the statistics from the precinct records for the calendar 
year. He also authorized a system of special reports on 
highway accidents, which went into effect January 1, 1915. 
These reports are forwarded to the Bureau of Statistics at 
Headquarters, where they are compiled monthly in very 
elaborate tables. 

Prior to August, 1915, the statistics were compiled by hand; 
since then, they have been compiled by means of perforated 
cards, with the necessary machinery for handling them. 
During the earlier months, it was not practicable to make 
the detailed studies which the mechanical method rendered 
possible in the later months. The tables for the year, presented 
herewith, are necessarily limited to the extent of the early 
tables. A word of caution is needed concerning the com- 
parability of these tables with the 1914 tables (published in 
the Annual Report of the Police Department, 1914). Because 
of the supervision of the Bureau of Statistics, the 1915 sta- 
tistics are more nearly complete than those for 1914. An 
effort was made during 1915 to obtain and include the after- 
mortality, of which there is no record in earlier years. 

The tables must be read in the light of the following limita- 
tions upon the terms used: 

Accident — In these tables no accident is included unless a 
person is killed or injured. The records and the reports to 
the Bureau of Statistics include all highway accidents known 
to the police. The elimination of the accidents in which no 
person is injured leaves a fair "sample" for administrative 
purposes. About 20 per cent, of the reports received are 
eliminated from the tabulation, because no one was injured. 

Highway — Includes bridges, paths in parks; excludes ele- 
vated or subway trains, stations and stairs, ferries and other 
boats and piers or docks which are not a part of the highway. 
Some accidents which occur in the highway are excluded 
because independent of the place of occurrence, e. g., falls on 
sidewalk due to intoxication, illness, or play. About 5 per cent, 
of all reports are excluded on this ground. The eliminating 
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is done at the Bureau of Statistics and the precinct officers 
are encouraged to forward all doubtful cases. 

Fatal — The 1915 tables are corrected for after-mortality 
reported up to January 31, 1916. The correction began to 
be applied in February, 1915, hence, some January fatalities 
are not included, because unknown. No deaths from 1914 
accidents are included in these tables. 

Collision — During the first six months of 1915, this term 
includes cases of bicycles struck by a heavier vehicle, Since 
then, such cases are included with "Persons Struck By — ." 

Cause of Accident — There is an annoying overlapping of 
categories here due to the fact that the original reports 
indicate the causes in terms of varying generality. It is not 
practicable to return the reports for amendment in this respect. 
Rather than lose the specific information by throwing it into 
the general classes, the Bureau has preferred to use the 
awkward grouping which fits the material. 
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Cause. 


Number of 
Accidents. 


Cause. 


Number of 
Accidents. 


Fault or incapacity of injured person — 


417 
203 

1,290 
147 
955 

220 
3,289 

172 
1,099 

32 
52 
330 
22 
29 
3 
26 
150 
203 
22 

67 
85 
175 
54 

1 
16 

8 
14 

5 
23 

1 

12 
20 

2 

1 
36 
11 




14 
38 






2 
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10 


Running into or in front of vehicle 
Walking, standing or sitting in 


Defects of vehicles — 


76 


Crossing street not at crossing .... 
Skating or playing ball in street. . . 




43 




47 




50 


Coasting or riding toy vehicle in 




61 




79 




Vehicle starting or stopping sud- 






75 






43 




Skidding of vehicle — 
Slippery street: 
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227 




Other causes: 






10 






80 


Fault of driver — 


Other causes — 






26 






2 






7 




38 






5 






3 




41 




Fog 


3 






5 






2 




8 




75 


Driving into area closed to traffic. 




186 




7,486 




Total 




18,139 









